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: report released by the National
S O ’ famly welfare (MOHFW) in
ol 16:19 age group in 20245 around 52.64
head of the Lok Sabha polls, apps provide all information, I want to How according to the ECY, the
he E C has | M*:ﬁ“ﬁm communicate to all the voters that a 2041
introduced a host of measures ™ ol ledi first- group
e i iy it o e T T ey
, impro nd.  free . suggestionsand que- 7795 of
Clections. In an interview with Wit has been a serious concernfor ries, People can fing sre. to Boon B orsieidr
and Arvind ie the ECI to ensure higher voting. To  enro) themselves on our portals and the
electoral officer of Uttar Pradesh, mm“mmﬂ apps, find out their ions, in-  projection of
Navdeep Riy k implementation plan form us in advance if their names are registered voters in the age group of 18-
ricd Sors bian” ('(fm' all polling stations in missing due to some reason or just pro- 19 years. What do you have to say?
1o increase people’s participation in the UPMVE; butlgnlsondkm vide their feedback. The helpline would p Y iid i
process. Excerpts: \where lower than average turnout function round the clock till polli There is no specific reason
2R was recorded in thelasteleotion. . ale place and would bn e nE yihy youths aronot turning up to
Is there a handy platform to steer the aldedyandviﬂagemwhuamnotvery L< :
voters to understand the basics of voter  was Mar.27. By Mar 31, all voter infor- {ech syvvy: m{; Scope as many in
registration and how to tion slips would be pri distri- Jears category are out of
T ioor the irst time, the Election Com- - bution. It s important {o add that we  During checking, govt offcals and M"e‘*‘“m;“;“f’“’“
mission of India (ECD has introd: stopped voter d Mar16 polics election duty have Mlﬁ:&wwmwm
an eight-page voter guide. The booklet s00n after the model code of conduct the tendency of making videos of private tobes “""""’ﬂm‘“:: yoars
i i dos  was i . Eligible motor gister as voter, but an amend-
and don'ts on pall day, polling process, Al Form 6 to become first-time voters,  barricades. Many people have expressed ment was introduced which al.
mdngwtfusing EVM, fullif;gﬁz: whr ﬂar;fn;;:mnyd rcor!vcrion privacy I nothing % Now anvona
apps by ECI, assured minimum - of en replacement of EPIC and s found from a vehicle, need st
s for disabled voters and senior citi- - marking of disabled persons, Form 8 1o record ity WWho i turning or has turned

zens and voters’ pledge.

Eror  [&A

can be filled online (voters.eci.
govin)or voter helplineapp. Peo-
ple may contact BLO or voter
facilitation centres to get the

B We have over 15.34 crore done in oflne mode.  from their vehicles. Therefore,itis bet. ~4ent of the pollingarea, -
registered voters in Uttar Pradesh. On tertofilm the proceedings as the role of
verage, each household has five eligible How s TIP helping in achieving officials can also be verified,
7oters. Besides ‘voter information slip’ ~ desired results?
vhis ins voters’ el il L) have been identified in At times, private establishments and
lling centre and station), booth level assembly ies where lower  offices do flexibility to
fficers (BLOs) will also give voters'  turnout The age h
fuides to people. The booklet is also last time Wwas 59.21%. One key issue in  turmout as well?
wailable on ECI website in PDFformat ~eastern UP districts was increased mi-  ® We are urging private offices and

~ years on the first date of any
h’(Janl.Aprl.JulylandOcu)
can apply for a voter card, provided
one isan Indian citizen and a resi-

M In the past, offenders have levelled

fabricated allegations against govt of-

ficials after cash, liquor or any other
jecti items were

nboth English and Hindi. gration of male members to bigger cit- establishments to allow their. employ-
ies. In such areas, we have tried to up-  eesto vote and keep offices shut on the
Vil the booklets be distributed date electoral rolls. Increased voter day of polling. Paid leave should be
thase wise? i ion, igns,  offered. Acti be initi; iy
#Yes. BLOs will h thatvot-  ad g it ic issues, the owner and promoter of the com-
ugethbmkh(auﬂstﬂwdws ral ar mogr: pany if such a complaint is re-
e the polling day If a voter does not are other activities being carried out.  ceived.
sceive the booklet and voter informa-
slip, h 1850 i Last time, Has any political
complaint. recorded in 11 districts of UP. Urban submitted a complaint
centers like Kanpur and Allahabad against a govt
‘voter registration still on? iy ng
The registration process is currently the hulpur
%n for voters whose constituencies fall ‘witnessed lowest participation (499%). removal?
phase 3 onwards. It is not available What should the voters who complainof M We have been
I the first two phases. We freeze the their names going missing do? taking note of
- i i such issuesand
e last date of nomination. We take at sion of non-voters, particularly indi- action is taken
ast four days to print the voter infor-  viduals from marginalised communi-  accordingtothe
ation slip. The voter registration pro- ties, through targeted interventions proce-dure
phrtheﬂmphasawuwppedon and special campaigns. While
ar 17 as the last date for nomination our portal and mobile
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No geﬁeral order for
depositing firearms
during LS polls: HC

LUCKNOW In a matter of
depositing licensed arms in
view of the Lok Sabha polls, the
Lucknow bench of the Allaha-
bad high court has ordered the
authorities that there can't be a
general order for it.

The court also clarified that
in case the authority has valid
reasons requiring the arms
licence holders to deposit their
weapons, it would always be
open for the competent author-
ity to pass a specific order in
this regard.

This order was passed by Jus-
tice Abdul Moin recently on a
petition filed by Ravi Shankar
Tiwari and four others of Ame-
thi district raising the issue of
depositing the licensed arms by
the authorities in view of the
general election. The petitioners
submitted that they are valid
arms licence holders and the
authorities are compelling them
to deposit their weapons. They
sought relief from the court in

who have valid fire arm licences
may not be compelled to deposit
their firearms in general merely
on the basis that Lok Sabha
elections are to be held in near
future.

On the other hand, the state
counsel informed the that
as per the letter issued by the
Uttar Pradesh’s chief electoral
officer, holding free and fair
elections requires a sereening
committee for the purpose of
verification of the arm licences
and for their deposition.

To it, the court said even if
the screening committee has
been formed, some cogent rea-
sons should emerge from the
order of committee as to why it
was essential for the firearms to
be deposited and there can't be
a general order for depositing
arms in view of an earlier judg-
ment of the court on the issue.

With this observation, the
courtdirected to send a of
the order to the state’s chief sec-

the matter inview of their secu-  retary, the principal secretary
rity concerns. (home) and the director general

Citing various judgtnents on of police for appropriate action.
the issue, the court said citizens MANOJ KUMARSINGH |
P -— . o — —_—
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Broadcast, publication of survey,
exit poll banned till election ends

PNS M LUCKNOW

The Election Commission of
India has said the ban on
publication and broadcast of
poll surveys and exit polls will
remain in force till the end of
the election process.

The Lok Sabha elections are
being held in seven phases
and the last phase of polling
will be held on June 1.

Uttar Pradesh’s Chief Electoral
Officer Navdeep Rinwa said
here on Friday that the ban on
broadcast of the exit poll will
remain in force till half hour
after the end of polling across
the country.

He said violation of the direc-

tion of the poll panel would
attract imprisonment for two
years and fine or both.

The CEO said the ECI was
keeping close watch on fake
news and paid news for ensur-
ing free and fair elections.

He said the ECI had formulat-
ed standard operating proce-
dure (SOP) for the identifica-
tion of the paid and fake news.
He said intense monitoring of
political adverti paid

after the approval by the
MCMC, "

The monitoring of the paid
news by the ECI starts from the
day of filing of nomination
papers by the candidates of var-
ious political parties and inde-
pendents.

Navdeep Rinwa advised the
Lok Sabha election candidates
to take prior approval of the
MCMCgeforein ing adver-
ti on cable TV, FM

news and its reporting was
being done by the ECI through
the media certification and
monitoring  committees
(MCMCs). He said all adver-
tisements by the political par-
ties could be published only

radio channel, cinema halls
and social media sites.

He said the advertisements
carrying reference to caste and
religion which hurt the senti-
ments of a community were
prohibited.
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